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Task 12
A bot is a computer software that acts as a proxy for a user on the internet and transmits information by connecting with one another. Bots that interact with web pages, converse with people, and search for content are believed to account for more than half of all web traffic (Langin, 2018). The relationship between bots and fake news is that bots aid in the propagation of misinformation on social media. I support that people have a great appetite for fake news due to its novelty. Fake news has a way of inducing emotional reactions among social media users, hence generating more retweets. The use of the terms false, fake, and misinformation in the essay adds some confusion. The claim talks of fake news; hence the two names add a little confusion of meaning. Fake news means news out of this world but the latter mean information that is twisted to suite the source. I agree with the data scientists that fake news spread faster due to its novelty; hence they induce affection and online reaction that makes it spread faster.
I think to some significant degree, twitter bots play some critical role in the process of fake news going viral despite the scientific argument that there was no difference in speed of spread even when the bots were disabled. The evidence that internet bots are more than internet users explains their role in making fake news go viral within no time. Since bots are agents of owners, it is easy for them to manipulate their role of transmitting the right information to move a fake one with a deliberate goal, especially spreading a stereotype or conspiracy theory. I believe even though some fake news may be normal, in most cases, it may be orchestrated to promote other hidden motives.


According to David Lazer, the problem of fake news spreading from major social media platforms needs a quick solution. It will help control the detrimental effects fake news bring to the victims and their families. Fake news have caused undue pain to innocent people whose reputation is clean, in the pursuit of personal gains. However, in the long-run, he suggests there is a need for a scientific study that explains the problem and offers a lasting solution. Langin’s essay can be grouped as a deductive one as the essay thesis is defined from the start then she uses different examples to support it, including the scientific studies. 
The most challenging and tiresome task I did was task 10. The task required finding visuals then developing a visual argument to describe the hidden story or lesson from the picture.  Given the opportunity to redo the assignment again, I would do it with a deeper analysis and stronger claims. My knowledge has significantly changed on how critical it is to vividly describe the image in a way that the reader sees the real image in their mind before physically seeing it. This new understanding on the task will make my future arguments to be more rigid and holistic to interpret all the required elements in a visual. Also, my counter arguments will be organized to systematically identify all the gaps that the visual author may have over looked but they have great impact on mankind.
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